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Name:
The name of this organization is the Texas Federal Geographic Information Workgroup, hereafter referred to as the TFGIW.

Background:
The TFGIW was formed under the guidance of the Natural Resource Leadership Group (NRLG) Geographic Information Workgroup.  Regional directors from various Federal resource agencies in the southeast United States formed the NRLG over ten years ago. The NRLG Geographic Information Workgroup collaborated with the Federal Geographic Data Committee to form individual state committees, such as TFGIW, for Federal geospatial coordination.

Purpose:
The purpose of the TFGIW is to facilitate and coordinate activities between Federal agencies that collect, produce, and use geospatial data in Texas.  This coordination will foster partnerships that support the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) guidelines for sharing data.  Federal agencies, together with State and Local governmental units, must have a statewide perspective and spirit of cooperation to form GIS partnerships.  The TFGIW coordinates data activities in Texas between Federal agencies and other geographic data users, including representatives from the Texas Geographic Information Council (TGIC).

Objectives:
The objectives of the TFGIW are:

· Establish a forum for geographic data producers and users to share data, technology, and procedures that benefit Texas. This forum would include opportunities for exchanging information on current and future geospatial programs.

· The TFGIW will serve as a member of the TGIC through its chair.

· Promote the exchange of geographic data between Federal and state partners.  Facilitate the electronic availability of data in coordination with the Texas Natural Resource Information System (TNRIS) clearinghouse.

· Develop partnership agreements and cooperative programs to minimize duplication of effort among the partners and promote the NSDI guidelines.

· Advise the relevant organizations (TGIC, the Federal Geographic Data Committee, etc) concerning issues, problems, and opportunities relating to geographic data in Texas.

Membership:
Membership is open to any Federal employee or member of a Tribal government interested in sharing geographic data.  There will be no limit to the number of members per agency or Tribal government.

· All members attending a general meeting may vote.  Those that cannot attend the meeting may vote by write-in ballot.

· The Executive Committee shall manage the business and affairs of the TFGIW.

· An appointed member of the TGIC will represent the state of Texas.

· Each agency and district office may designate an official contact for the TFGIW. This person will be listed on the TFGIW website. 

Officers:
The Executive Committee will contain at least one Chair. The Executive Committee can be comprised of up to three members, elected by the general membership.  Elected offices are Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary.  Officers will be elected from the membership of the TFGIW.  These are two-year terms.

General Meetings:
General meetings are open to the public.   Meetings shall be held four times a year.  To ease travel costs the location of the meetings will vary within Texas.  The host for the meetings will generally be a Federal agency.  This increases opportunities for agencies to visit each other’s sites. 

Attendance at general meetings may be in person, by telephone, or by other electronic media.

Communication:
Members will be notified of meetings by email.  The TFGIW web page, http://www.tgic.state.tx.us/tfgiw/tfgiw.htm will contain copies of minutes of the meetings and future meeting information.

