
Modernization of the USGS 
Annual Water Data Report

An Innovative Publication of Water Resources 
Data to Meet Needs of Historical Data 

Documentation

Brian Reece – Information Management Specialist
USGS Austin TX



Annual Water Data Report
Publishing prior to 1962

RECORDS AVAILABLE.—Chemical analyses: April 1944 to 
September 1956. Water temperatures: October 1945 to 
September 1948, March 1950 to September 1956.

REMARKS.--Records of specific conductance of daily samples 
available in district office at Austin, Tex.  Records of 
discharge for water year October to September 1956 given in 
WSP 1442.



Annual Water Data Report

Publishing 1962 - 2005



Annual Water Data Report

The Digital Disconnect
PERIOD OF RECORD.--July 1916 to Aug. 1918 (intermittent periods), Mar. 1919 to Sept. 1925 and July and 
Aug. 1938 (flood discharge measurements only), Oct. 1938 to current year. June to Nov. 1901, May to Sept. 1902, 
daily records published in U.S. Department of  Agriculture, Office of  Experiment Stations, Bulletin Nos. 119 and 
133. Gage-height records collected in this vicinity since 1935 are contained in reports of  the National Weather 
Service.
Water-quality records.--Chemical data: Apr. 1944 to Sept. 1995. Biochemical data: Jan. 1968 to Sept. 1995. 
Radiochemical data: Dec. 1973 to Sept. 1995. Pesticide data: Oct. 1967 to June 1982. Sediment data: Oct. 1974 to 
Sept. 1995.



Annual Water Data Report

Why Replace the Existing Report?

$$$, time, and technology
 Replaces product produced from 1961-2005 

Last guidance published in 1985
 Diverging formats no longer met minimum 

consistent content nationwide
 Distribution: html, pdf, CD, DVD, internet
 Disconnected from National Water 

Information System (NWIS) database
 Stations are not easily mapped
 Difficult to access from one national source



Annual Water Data Report
The New Annual Report

 Succeeds all previous versions
 Single source for annual water data
 National guidelines and administration 
 Consistent format and NWIS-based content
 Provides spatial and text interfaces
 Familiar format
 Distributes Site Data Sheets versus volumes



Annual Water Data Report
What is a Site Data Sheet
 Site-based yearly snapshot and archive
 Daily continuous data and extremes
 Discrete measurements
 Water-quality concentrations
 Sediment concentrations and loads
 Ecological data
 Focus is basic data, not interpretive reports 

or collateral data





Annual Water Data Report
Immediate Benefits

 Saves an average of 2-3 weeks per year per 
USGS office for production of ADR

 No printing costs, saving an average of 
several $1,000 per year per USGS Office

 Requires no specialized publications staff
 Utilizes common word processing software 

(Microsoft Word)
 Nationwide Site Information Management 

System



Annual Water Data Report
Ongoing Benefits

 Single source for data across the USA
 Basic data have consistent format across 

states and hydrologic boundaries
 Automated process integrates NWIS and 

improves quality
 Publish sites when ready, not when entire 

volume is ready
 Compilation reports can be tailored to 

geography, customers, and themes



Annual Water Data Report
Useful websites

 http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/ (Annual Water 
Data Report home page for tabular and map 
searches)

 http://pubs.usgs.gov/ (USGS publications 
warehouse to search for and download many 
historic USGS reports)

 http://tx.usgs.gov/ (USGS Texas home page)
Contact:
Brian Reece (bdreece@usgs.gov)
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